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1. Name o f  Property ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
h i s t o r i c  name: T r i  angl e  S h i r t w a i s t  Fac to r y  

o t h e r  namels i te  number: Asch B u i l d i n g ,  Brown B u i l d i n g  

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
2. Location ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
s t r e e t  & number: 23-29 Washington Place 

n o t  f o r  pub1 i c a t i o n :  

c i  t y l t o w n :  New York v i c i n i t y :  - 

s t a t e :  NY county :  New York code: 061 z i p  code: 10003 

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
3. Classi f icat ion ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
Ownership o f  Proper ty :  P r i v a t e  

Category o f  Proper ty :  B u i l d i n g  

Number o f  Resources w i t h i n  Proper ty :  

C o n t r i b u t i n g  Noncon t r i bu t i ng  

0  b u i l d i n g s  
0  s i t e s  
0  s t r u c t u r e s  
0 o b j e c t s  
0 To ta l  

Number o f  c o n t r i b u t i n g  resources p r e v i o u s l y  1  i sted  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  
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Name o f  r e l a t e d  mu1 t i p 1  e  p r o p e r t y  1  i s t i n g :  
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4. StatelFederal Agency Cert i f icat ion ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
As t h e  des ignated a u t h o r i t y  under t h e  Nat iona l  H i  s t o r i c  P rese rva t i on  Act  
o f  1986, as amended, I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h i s  nominat ion 
reques t  f o r  determi  n a t i o n  o f  e l  i g i  b i  1 i ty meets the-documentation- 
standards f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s te r  o f  
H i s t o r i c  Places and meets t h e  procedura l  and p ro fess iona l  requi rements 
s e t  f o r t h  i n  36 CFR P a r t  60. I n  my op in ion ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  meets 

does n o t  meet t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  C r i t e r i a .  S e z n t i n u a t i o n  
sheet. 

Signa tu re  o f  c e r t i f y i n g  o f f  i c i  a1 Date 

S ta te  o r  Federal  agency and bureau 

I n  my op in ion ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  meets does n o t  meet t h e  Nat iona l  
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en te red  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s te r  
See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet.  

determined e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  
Nat iona l  Reg i s te r  

See c o n t i  nua t i on  sheet.  
determined n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  

Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  
removed f rom t h e  Na t i ona l  Reg i s te r  

o t h e r  ( e x p l a i n )  : 

S igna tu re  o f  Keeper Date 
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6. Function or Use 

H i s t o r i c :  Commerce, Sub: 
I n d u s t r y / r e t a i l ,  
Workshops 

Cu r ren t  : E d u c a t i o n l c l  assrooms Sub: 
O f f i c e s  

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
7. Description ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  

L a t e  1 9 t h  and 20 th  
Cen tu ry  Rev i va l s  
Neo-Renaissance 

Other D e s c r i p t i o n :  

M a t e r i a l s :  f ounda t i on  unknown r o o f  a s p h a l t  
w a l l s  b r i c k  w i t h  o t h e r  

s tone base and t e r r a -  
c o t t a  t r i m  

Descr ibe p resen t  and h i s t o r i c  p h y s i c a l  appearance. - -  X See c o n t i n u a t i o n  
sheet.  

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
8. Statement o f  Significance ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
C e r t i f y i n g  o f f i c i a l  has cons idered  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s :  n a t i o n a l  

Appl i c a b l e  Na t i ona l  R e g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a :  A, B 

C r i t e r i a  Cons idera t ions  (Excep t ions )  : 

Areas o f  S i  g n i  f i cance: Economi cs 
I n d u s t r y  
Pol i tics/Government 
Soc ia l  H i s t o r y  

Per iods  o f  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  1901-1911 

S i g n i f i c a n t  Dates: 1911 
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Significant Person(s) : Rose Schneiderman 
Mary Breier 
Cl ara Leml ich 

Cultural Aff i l ia t ion:  N / A  

Archi tect/Buil der: John Woos1 ey 

State  significance of property, and ju s t i fy  c r i t e r i a ,  c r i t e r i a  
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

X See continuation sheet. -- 
........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
9. Major Bibliographical References ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 

X See continuation sheet.  --  

Previous documentation on f i l e  (NPS) : 

- preliminary determination of individual l i s t i n g  (36 C F R  67)  has been 
requested. 

- previously l i s t e d  in the National Register 
- previously determined el igi  ble by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark - 
- recorded by H i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey # 
- recorded by Hi s to r i c  American Engi neeri ng Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

- State  h i s tor ic  preservation of f ice  
- Other s t a t e  agency 

Federal agency 
Local government 

X University 
- Other -- Specify Repository: Archives a t  NYU 

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
10. Geographical Data ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
Acreage of Property: Less than one acre 

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- See continuation sheet. 
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Verbal Boundary Desc r i p t i on :  See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. 

The boundaries o f  t h i s  nomina t ion  a re  coterminous w i t h  New York City Block 
547 L o t  8, as shown on t h e  a t tached  Manhattan Land Book map. The 
r e c t a n g u l a r  l o t ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  no r thwes t  c o r n e r f - W a s h i n g t o n  Place and 
Greene S t ree t ,  measures 100.8 f e e t  on t h e  n o r t h  and south and 100 f e e t  
on t h e  eas t  and west. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  - See c o n t i n u a t i o n  sheet. 

The h i s t o r i c  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  coterminous w i t h  t h e  l i m i t  o f  t h e  urban l o t  
(B lock 547 L o t  8) upon which t h e  b u i l d i n g  stands. 

........................................................................ ........................................................................ 
11. Form Prepared By ........................................................................ ........................................................................ 

Name/Ti t 1  e: Dr. Page Putnam M i  11 er ,  D i r e c t o r ,  NCC 

Organ iza t ion  Nat iona l  Coord ina t ing  Committee Date September 26, 1989 
For t h e  Promotion o f  H i s t o r y  

S t r e e t  & Number 400 A S t r e e t ,  SE Telephone (202) 544-2422 

City o r  Town Washington S t a t e  DC Z I P  20003 
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The Brown Building, o r ig ina l ly  known as the Asch Building, was bu i l t  in 1901 by 
Joseph Asch. John Woosley was the archi tect .  The ground level was r e t a i l  and the 
upper levels  a1 1 workshops. In 1902 the Triangle Shirtwaist  Factory moved into  the 
eighth, ninth, and tenth f loors  of the building. In 1911 following the Shirtwaist  
Factory Fire, the building was repaired and called the Greenwich Building. Soon 
a f t e r  t h i s ,  Frederick Brown bought the  building. I n  1916 New York University rented 
the eighth f loor  f o r  classrooms and next year rented additional space. In 1929 
Frederick Brown gave the building to the university, which in turn renamed the 
bui 1 di ng a f t e r  Brown. 

The Brown Building i s  located a t  23-29 Washington Place on the northwest corner 
of Greene S t ree t  in the Washington Square area of Greenwich Village in the borough of 
Manhattan, New York County, New York. Built as an industrial  l o f t  s t ructure ,  the 
Brown Building i s  now owned by New York University which uses the building for  
classrooms and offices.  The building i s  in the midst of an area, one block eas t  of 
Washington Square, t h a t  was bu i l t  u p  with s imi la r ly  scaled l o f t  buildings d u r i n g  the 
l a s t  years of the nineteenth century and f i r s t  years of the twentieth century. Most 
of these buildings are  a lso now owned by New York University. Immediately t o  the 
north of the Brown Building i s  an eleven s tory commercial building located a t  the 
southwest corner of Waverly Place and Greene Street  and an eight-story l o f t  building 
on Waverly Place between Washington Square East and Greene Street .  Immediately to  
the west of the  Brown Building i s  the eleven s tory Main Building of N Y U ;  t h i s  was 
or ig ina l ly  NYU's Law School. To the south of the Brown Building, across Washington 
Place, and to  the eas t ,  across Greene Street ,  are  more l o f t  buildings. There are  
a1 so several more recent N Y U  buildings i n  the area. 

The Brown Building i s  a ten-story neo-Renaissance s ty l e  building with a stone 
base and brick upper walls with terra-cot ta  trim. On the f ront  facade, facing onto 
Washington Place, the two-story stone base i s  ar t iculated by f ive massive 1 imestone 
pi 1 as te rs  with recessed grani t e  bands and terra-cot ta  capital  s. Each capital  i  s 
ornamented with a band of fleur-de-1 i s  and an egg-and-dart molding. The entrance, a t  
the west end of the  facade i s  flanked by two of the p i las te rs .  The wide entrance i s  
s e t  within a stone enframement t ha t  i s  decorated with egg-and-dart and bead-and-reel 
moldings. The enframement has a f r i eze  and a cornice supported by brackets. The 
entrance i s  divided into  three sections,  each capped by a transom. In the center 
are  new double doors. The transoms are  enclosed and the side panels covered with 
modern t i l e  and glass  i n f i l l .  The three remaining bays on the f ront  elevation also 
have modern i n f i l l .  On the second f loor ,  each of four bays i s  separated into  three 
windows by cast-iron piers. The p i las te rs  of the base do not r e f l ec t  the massing of 
the building above. On Washington Place, the upper facade contains s l i gh t ly  
projecting, three bayed end pavilions. These are  s e t  between a s ix  bayed central 
section. The th i rd  f loor  of each end pavilion i s  marked by quoins and in the upper 
corners of t h i s  level are  cartouches. The upper f loors  of the  end pavilions are  
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marked b y  s imp le  r e c t a n g u l a r  windows; t h e  c e n t r a l  window i s  s l i g h t l y  w i d e r  than  
those t o  e i t h e r  side. Beginn ing above t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r  a re  recessed b r i c k  panels  
w i t h  t e r r a - c o t t a  egg-and-dart frames. 

I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  sec t ion ,  f l o o r s  t h r e e  through n i n e  a r e  a r t i c u l a t e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  
end windows and p a i r e d  c e n t r a l  windows separated b y  f l u t e d  c a s t - i r o n  C o r i n t h i a n  
columns. Between t h e  f i f t h  and s i x t h  f l o o r s  and seventh and e i g h t h  f l o o r s  a r e  
recessed b r i c k  panels  s i m i l a r  t o  those on t h e  end p a v i l i o n s .  F l a t  t e r r a - c o t t a  bands 
r u n  across t h e  e n t i r e  facade a t  l i n t e l  and s t i l l  l e ve l s .  Above t h e  n i n t h  f l o o r  i s  a  
round-arched arcade. Each end p a v i l i o n  con ta ins  t h r e e  arches w i t h  t e r r a - c o t t a  
enframements w i t h  f l u t e d  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  and p r o j e c t i n g  keystones. The b u i l d i n g  i s  
crowned b y  a  deep ly  p r o j e c t i n g  ga l van i zed - i r on  m o d i l l i o n e d  corn ice.  

The Greene S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  on Washington Place, b u t  i s  
somewhat s imp le r .  The base o f  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  i s  marked b y  seven p i l a s t e r s ;  t h e  
f i r s t  two  and t h e  l a s t  two  a r e  stone, t h e  o the rs  a r e  b r i c k .  There i s  an ent rance a t  
t h e  n o r t h  end o f  t h i s  facade t h a t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  main entrance. The p r o j e c t i n g  
and p a v i l i o n s  on Greene S t r e e t  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those on Washington Place, b u t  t h e  f o u r  
bays o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  a r e  d i v i d e d  by b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  t e r r a - c o t t a  c a p i t a l s  
a t  t h e  n i n t h  f l o o r .  A1 1  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  windows a r e  i n d i v i d u a l  openings. The t e n t h  
f l o o r  has a  cont inuous round-arched arcade. 

The Brown B u i l d i n g  occupies a lmos t  i t s  e n t i r e  l o t ;  t h e r e  i s  a  t i n y  c o u r t  a t  t h e  
no r thwes t  co rne r  o f  t h e  l o t .  Th i s  nomina t ion  i nc l udes  one c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  
The e x p e r i o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  i t s  i n t e g r i t y  t o  a  v e r y  h i g h  degree. E x t e r i o r  
a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  ground f l o o r  where t h e  o r i g i n a l  commercial  f r o n t s  have 
been f i l  l e d  i n .  The en t rance  doors and t h e i r  surrounds a r e  modern. The i n t e r i o r  has 
been e x t e n s i v e l y  remodeled f o r  c lassrooms and o f f i c e s .  There a r e  no rema in ing  
i n t e r i o r  s igns  o f  t h e  T r i a n g l e  S h i r t w a i s t  Factory.  The sweat shop o f  t h e  e a r l y  20 th  
c e n t u r y  has been t o t a l  1 y rep laced  b y  modern New York U n i v e r s i t y  classrooms. However, 
t h e  events  t h a t  took  p l ace  i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  have n o t  been f o rgo t t en .  Each year  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Ladies Garment Workers Union meets o u t s i d e  t h e  Brown B u i l d i n g  t o  
commemorate t h e  l i v e s  l o s t  i n  t h e  f i r e .  
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Historical Significance: 

The Brown Building in New York City stands as a reminder of both the triumph and 
the tragedy of the  labor movement in ea r ly  twentieth century America. There on the 
afternoon of March 25, 1911, one of the worst industrial  d i sas te rs  in American 
his tory struck the Triangle Shirtwaist  Factory. Fire swept through the building, and 
when the flames were quenched, 146 workers, most of them young women, were dead. 
Over a t h i r d  of them leaped a hundred f e e t  t o  t h e i r  deaths, t h e i r  hair  and clothing 
i n  flames; the r e s t  suffocated o r  were burned beyond recognition. The tragedy 
shocked the nation and galvanized the labor movement t o  press for  progressive factory 
legis la t ion.  A t  a  memorial meeting following the f i r e ,  the f i r s t  steps were taken 
which led to  the formation of the New York Factory Investigation Commission, a group 
which succeeded i n  lobbying fo r  pioneering safety  and health measures. The victims 
of the  f i r e  are  commemorated yearly by the International Ladies Garment Workers Union 
(ILGWU) as a symbol of American labor. Within the context of the National Historic 
Landmarks program thematic framework, the Brown Bui 1 ding has national significance 
under theme: XXXI. Soci a1 and Humani tar ian Movements. ( H )  Labor Organizations. 

The Triangle Shirtwaist  Factory was housed in the eighth, ninth, and tenth f loors  
of the Asch building, a ten-story s t ructure  located near Washington Square. The Asch 
Building had been bu i l t  in 1901, and the Triangle Shirtwaist  Factory moved in the 
next year. The s t ruc ture  i s  now known as the Brown Building and i s  owned by New York 
University. 

A t  the time of the f i r e ,  the factory was the la rges t  of i t s  kind i n  New York 
City, and was considered a model establishment by c i t y  standards. B u t  working 
conditions in  the factory were typical of most garment shops of the era: there were 
no effect ive regulations fo r  safety,  sani ta t ion,  or  the welfare of the worker. These 
conditions motivated the f i r s t  great  s t r i k e  of women workers during the twentieth 
century and a1 so led to the Triangle f i r e .  

In the ear ly  years of the century, the clothing trade was the la rges t  industry 
in New York. The sh i r twais t  business had begun in the 1890's and i t  grew rapidly 
a f t e r  the turn of the century. I t  developed along with the rapid increase of white 
co l l a r  work for  women, for  the  shirtwaist--a white high-necked blouse worn with a 
long dark skirt--was the uniform of the teacher, o f f ice  clerk,  saleswoman and the 
switchboard operator. Some 40,000 workers, four out of f ive  of them women, were 
employed in the sh i r twais t  fac tor ies  which had sprung u p  t o  meet the demand fo r  the 
garments. 1 

Two-thirds of the waistmakers were Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe and 
t h e i r  daughters, although smaller numbers of I ta l ian ,  black, and native-born white 
women worked in the trade as  we1 1. Most toi led in buildings where sewing machines 
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d r i p p i n g  o i l ,  r e s t e d  on wooden t a b l e s  jammed toge the r  amid p i l e s  o f  c l o t h  and 
m a t e r i a l .  The a i r  was heavy w i t h  f lammable 1 i n t .  Narrow s t a i r c a s e s  descended 
through d r a f t y  we l l s ,  doors opened inward, and $he sound o f  machines was deafening. 
There were no sp r i nk l e r s - -no  l a w  r e q u i r e d  them. 

S h i r t w a i s t  makers i n  New York and P h i l a d e l p h i a  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  shops. I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1909, t h e  T r i a n g l e  Company f i r e d  150 workers 
because o f  t h e i r  un ion  sympathies. The owners c l a imed  t h e r e  was no work f o r  them. 
When t h e y  adve r t i sed  t h e  open p o s i t i o n s  t h e  nex t  day, t h e  s h i r t w a i s t  l o c a l  o f  t h e  
ILGWU dec la red  a s t r i k e .  P i c k e t e r s  were harassed b y  thugs and p r o s t i t u t e s  h i r e d  b y  
t h e  f a c t o r y  owners. Thousands a t tended a  r a l l y  a t  Cooper Union i n  November, where 
such l a b o r  leaders  as Samuel Gompers and Mary D r e i e r  o f  t h e  New York Women's Trade 
Union League spoke. A t  t h a t  meeting, a  young worker  named C la ra  Lem l i ch  c a l  l e d  f o r  a  
genera l  s t r i k e  t o  expand t h e  p r o t e s t  t o  i n c l u d e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  garment i n d u s t r y ,  
and t h e  two  thousand workers  and suppor te rs  i n  at tendance i n s t a n t l y  agreed. Soon 
over  20,000 workers rep resen t i ng  about 500 f a c t o r i e s  walked o f f  t h e i r  jobs. 

The subsequent wa lk -ou t  has been c a l l e d  t h e  "Upr is ing  o f  t h e  Twenty Thousand". 
It was t h e  f i r s t  l a rge -sca le  s t r i k e  o f  women workers  i n  American h i s t o r y .  The 
s t r i k e r s  h e l d  o u t  f o r  t h i r t e e n  weeks. By February, t h e  s t r i k e  had ended. I n d i v i d u a l  
s e t t l e m e n t s  were made w i t h  each f a c t o r y .  The T r i a n g l e  s t r i k e r s  r ece i ved  o n l y  a  
p a r t i a l  se t t lement .  Al though t h e y  gained a  sma l l  wage increase, t h e i r  demand f o r  
work ing  f i r e  escapes and open doors was n o t  met. The owners feared  open doors 
p rov ided  access f o r  un ion  o rgan izers ,  and t h a t  un locked doors m i g h t  a l s o  enable 
workers  t o  s t e a l  t h read  o r  a  few minu tes  o f  l e i s u r e  t ime.  Desp i te  t h e  l i m i t e d  
outcome o f  t h e  s t r i k e ,  h i s t o r i a n s  suggest i t  helped t o  shape a  s t r ong  1  o r  movement 'LP i n  t h e  Nor theas t  and i t  b u i l t  t h e  membership base o f  t h e  nascent ILGWU. 

The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  company t o  meet t h e  s a f e t y  demands had t r a g i c  consequences. 
The f i r e  began w i t h  a  m u f f l e d  exp los ion  on a  l a t e  Saturday af ternoon,  and spread 
r a p i d l y .  Many o f  t h e  500 workers  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  reached t h e  e l e v a t o r s  and t h e  one 
open s ta i rway ,  b u t  o the rs  were t rapped behind crowds o f  people, o r  found t h e i r  e x i t  
ba r red  b y  locked  doors. To t h e  h o r r o r  o f  f a c t o r y  ope ra t i ves  pushing t h e i r  way t o  t h e  
e i g h t h  f l o o r  windows, t h e  f i r e  department 's ladders  reached o n l y  t o  t h e  s i x t h  f l o o r .  
A1 though f i r e  f i g h t e r s  spread ne t s  below, these were f l  imsy  and t o r n  b y  fa1  1  i n g  NPS 
bodies. Most o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  d i e d  w i t h i n  a  h a l f  an hour  o f  t h e  outbreak o f  t h e  f i r e .  
Many more were i n j u r e d .  On A p r i l  5, an es t ima ted  80,000 mourners marched f o r  f o u r  
hours up F i f t h  Avenue i n  a drenching r a i n s t o r m  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  unera l  o f  t h e  v i c t i m s ;  
t h e  parade was watched b y  over  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  m i l l i o n  people. 4 

P u b l i c  ou t rage  swept t h e  c i t y ,  and numerous p r o t e s t  and memor ia l  meet ings were 
h e l d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  weeks. A t  a  memorial  meet ing  h e l d  a t  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Opera 
House, Rose Schneiderman, a young garment worker  and o rgan i ze r  f o r  t h e  New York 
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Women's Trade Union League, made a  b i t t e r  speech denouncing American l a b o r  
cond i t ions .  "I would be a  t r a i t o r  t o  those poor burned bodies i f  I came here t o  t a l k  
good f e l l owsh ip , "  she said. "...This i s  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  g i r l s  have been burned 
a1 i v e  i n  t h i s  c i  t y  .... Every year  thousands o f  us a r e  maimed ... I know f rom my 
exper ience i t  i s  up t o  t h e  work ing  people t o  save themselves, and t h e  o n l y  way i s  
through a  s t r ong  work ing-c lass  m ~ v e m e n t . " ~  Schneiderman's pass ionate speech has been 
c r e d i t e d  w i t h  sw ing ing  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t o  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  l a b o r  movement, and as a  
h i s t o r i a n  Bonnie M i  t e l  man suggests, Schneiderman m o t i v a t e d  "concerned c i v i c ,  
r e l i g i o u s ,  and l a b o r  l e a  e r s  t o  m o b i l i z e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  f o r  despe ra te l y  needed s a f e t y  I! and i n d u s t r i a l  reforms." 

The p r o t e s t  meet ings l e d  t o  a  S t a t e  Commission t o  Improve Fac to r y  Safety,  cha i red  
b y  S t a t e  Senator Robert  Wagner and co-cha i red  b y  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r  A l f r e d  E. Smith. 
A d d i t i o n a l  ly,  a  Bureau o f  F i r e  Prevent ion,  t h e  New York C i t i z e n ' s  Commi t t e e  on 
Safety,  and o t h e r  r e g u l a t o r y  and i n v e s t i g a t o r y  groups were formed as a  r e s u l t  o f  
p u b l i c  demand a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  W i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  years a b a t t e r y  o f  b i l l s  was 
passed which i nc l uded  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  safeguard t h e  1 i f e  and h e a l t h  o f  workers, 
shor ten  t h e  work week, and en fo r ce  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o  b y  1914, t h i r t y - s i x  new 
l a b o r  l aws  were on t h e  books i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  New York. ?; 

H i s t o r i a n  Joseph Raybeck has suggested t h a t  t h e  T r i a n g l e  d i s a s t e r  r e v i v e d  a  
concern w i t h  h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  i n  t h e  workp lace which had been o f  impor tance i n  t h e  
n i ne teen th  century ,  b u t  "m igh t  have been f o r g o t t e n  i f  i t  had n o t  been f o r  t e 
[ f i r e ] " ;  another  h i s t o r i a n  c a l l e d  i t  t h e  b l aze  t h a t  "changed an industry." '  Th i s  
concern was more t han  1  ocal ;  many s t a t e s  mandated new s a f e t y  standards and en fo rced  
more severe punishments f o r  i n f r a c t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  Dur ing t h i s  era, o f  course, 
such p u b l i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  was enacted o n l y  on t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l ;  i t  would n o t  be u n t i l  
t h e  New Deal l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  1930's t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  government took  on t h e  
respons i  b i  1  i t y  o f  we1 f a r e  re form.  

The events  a t  t h e  T r i a n g l e  f a c t o r y  con t i nue  t o  be c i t e d  b y  scho la rs  as a  t u r n i n g  
p o i n t  i n  American l a b o r  h i s t o r y .  The f i r e  has been c r e d i t e d  w i t h  changing bo th  
f a c t o r y  and f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  l aws  throughout  t h e  na t ion .  On t h e  f i f t i e t h  ann i ve rsa ry  
o f  t h e  f i r e ,  a  p laque was i n s t a l  l e d  on a  co rne r  o f  t h e  Brown b u i l d i n g  and ded ica ted  
t o  t h e  memory o f  t h e  T r i a n g l e  v i c t i m s .  The ceremony was a t tended n o t  o n l y  b y  e l d e r l y  
s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  f i r e ,  b u t  a l s o  b y  Eleanor Roosevel t  and f o rmer  U.S. Sec re ta r y  o f  
Labor F ranc i s  Perkins,  who as a  young woman had wi tnessed t h e  catast rophe.  The 
p laque reads: "Out o f  t h e i r  martyrdom came new concepts o f  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 
l a b o r  1  g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  have he lped make American work ing  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  
wor l  d. 'I 5 

Nancy Woloch, --- Women and t h e  American Experience (New York, 1984), 202-203 
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